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For  unto  us 
 a  child   is  
 born… 

 
 

Isaiah 9:6 

Merry Christmas Merry Christmas   
to one and all from your MDBA staff! 

 
Jim Hamacher & Brenda Green 
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   FROM YOUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR                                                       
    

 

Angels or Facebook? 
 
 

If Jesus was born today, would God the Father decide to use Facebook and Twitter to 
herald the news that His son was born?  Think about the advantages of social media 
over angels.  

 The announcement would go viral and most of the world would know  
     instantly that the one person who can truly bring “peace on earth” has  
     finally arrived.   
 The shepherds who saw the new-born baby could take a video on their 

phones and then post it on Twitter and Instagram.  
 That kind of viral news would be carried on all the TV cable channels and it 

would dominate the focus of the news cycle and drown out the never-ending, 
boring political chatter. 

 The wisemen in the East would have proof of the Messiah’s birth and could 
show the video to King Herod when he asked all the questions about the 
birth of the boy who was to be the “King of Kings and Lord of Lords.” 

 
In pondering those advantages, I have an idea that the Father still would choose the 
Angels over social media.   
 
In Jesus’ time, the birth of any child was normally accompanied by 
musicians who would come to the house to play and sing so everyone 
could celebrate the arrival.  However, when Jesus was born, Mary and 
Joseph were not at home, they were strangers in a crowded city and 
Mary was forced to give birth in a barn.  Away from family and 
friends, there was no one to make arrangements for musicians to 
lead the traditional celebration.  The heavenly Father knew this and made sure that 
the birth of His Son would be have music and song in a greater fashion than any child 
who had been born on planet earth.  So he arranged for:  

 

a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising  
God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

    and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 
 
No July the 4th fireworks could ever light up the sky as the creator of the heavens did 
that night of miracles.  No social media could ever match the majesty and wonder of 
that night, when thousands (a host) of angels dazzled and awed the shepherds  
praising God for the promise of peace that the birth of this special baby heralded. 
 
This year, as we post our Christmas greetings on social media, may we also join the 
angels in singing “Joy to the world, the Lord has come” because the one who brings 
peace to this chaotic world also brings peace to any heartache and turmoil in our  

personal lives: “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give to you.” - Jim Hamacher 

Business & Missions Information Meeting 
Tuesday, January 24, 2017,  7:00 PM 
Tomahawk Baptist Church,  
12920 Hull Street Rd., 23112 
 

Join us in the downstairs Fellowship Hall as we share what is 
in store for 2017, and catch up with a final wrap on 2016. We 
look forward to seeing you all there! 
 



December 
1-2  Christmas Store, Bellwood BC, 9 am - 4 pm 
4-11 Lottie Moon Offering Emphasis  
23-30 Christmas Holidays, Office Closed 
 
 
January 
2 Office Closed, New Years Holiday 
12 Ministers’ & Staff Luncheon, Lyndale, Noon 
16 Office Closed, Martin Luther King Holiday 
24 MDBA Business Meeting, Tomahawk, 7pm 

Staff  & Spouses of MDBA 

 Birthdays 
 CALENDAR 

May this Christmas  
be wrapped in  

acknowledgement of His 
love, and filled with 

praises of thanksgiving 
for His mercy and grace. 

December  
 
4 Debbie Ellison, Mt. Hermon 
5 Clark Scanlon, Retired 
6 Jeff Taylor, Bethel 
7 Walter Pendleton, Retired 
7 Tim Wyand, Lyndale 
9 Mike Howard, Red Lane 
10 James Wood, Retired  
16 Brenda Green, MDBA/Ironbridge 
19 Karen Bradbury, Bethel 
20 David Clifton, New Journey 
22 Dana Long, Stockton 
24 Karen Reid, PCC 
24 Ed Stansfield, Retired 
28 Tommy Mann, Retired 
 
 

 

January  
Ministers & Staff Lunch 

 
Thursday, January 12,  

Noon - 1:30 PM 
Lyndale Baptist Church 

8320 Hull Street Rd, N Chesterfield 

 
Presenter: Mrs. Catherine Boyle,  

Outside in Ministries 

 
Topic: Mental Health Ministry in  

the Local Church 
 

Ministry to people with mental illness 
might be a unique ministry your church 
could provide to reach your community 

for Christ.  Cathy will share what ministry 
to individuals and families impacted  
by mental illness looks like, and how  

to get started. 
 

RSVP to Brenda@mdba.org  
by Jan. 10. 

 

Come  On  In! 

$155 Million 

December 4 - 11, 2016 
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