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Middle District Mission Statement 

We exist to connect, mobilize, start and strengthen churches to reach their 

 communities and beyond with the transforming love of Jesus. 

Ministers’ Appreciation 

 Banquet 

January 21, 2010;  7:00 pm 

Bethel Baptist Church 

This event is free for all ministerial staff and their guest.  

Please make a  reservation by January 15 to brenda@mdba.org  or call 276-8481. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Special Guest: Joel Sonnenberg 

As a toddler, Joel was involved in a devastating accident that left him with burns over 
85% of his body. He has been featured on the Today Show, 48 Hours, and he speaks 

to churches and groups all across the nation.  His story and ministry is one that will 
inspire you and you will never forget.  

 
“We have known Joel since he first moved to Montreat 18 years ago. His strong testimony will both stir 
your heart and forever change you.” - Billy and Ruth Graham 
 
“The dictionary doesn’t have enough adjectives to describe my love and admiration for Joel Sonnen-
berg. To spend time with Joel, whether in his book, in an audience, or over a soda---is to come away a 
different person, simply because you’ve been with him. When I need perspective on my own pain, I call 
Joel-he is a priceless treasure in Christ’s Kingdom.” - Joni Eareckson Tada 
 
“Joel is a dear friend. His story is truly remarkable. I encourage everyone to read it! Inspiring!!” - Coach 
Mike Krzyzewski, Head Coach, Duke University Basketball 
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I Don’t Do Saturday’s  
You Don’t Do Saturday’s 

But There Are Exceptions 
 

Saturday is my day off and I hold that sacred.  You probably do too.  However, I have a couple of friends in 
town on that day and I’d like you meet them.  So, I am inviting you to a box lunch on Saturday, January 30, 
1:00 – 2:30 at Lyndale Baptist Churches to hear two national leaders talk about two very special topics: 

 
Growing Healthy Churches 

The House Church 
 

Dr. Paul Borden and Dr. Charles Price are in the area for the 21-C conference and I’ve asked them to spend 
a little time with you after that conference is finished at noon.  
 
And you might be saying, “So what’s the big deal?  I’ve never heard of these men.”  Here is a little back-
ground that might help you consider if you would be interested in making the extra effort to spend a couple of 
your valuable hours to attend this meeting.   
 
Dr. Paul Borden is the nation’s leader in helping churches grow, especially those who have been stuck, pla-
teaued or declining.  He is the Executive Minister of Growing Healthy Churches which is the new name for the 
American Baptist Churches of the West.  Under his leadership, God is doing a miracle and over half of the 
older congregations have experienced turn around and produced an abundance of new growth.  Additionally 
they have planted more than seventy new congregations.  The crucial statistic for them is baptisms (making 
new disciples) and ten years ago there were eight hundred or fewer baptisms a year.  Now there are more 
than four thousand baptisms every twelve months.  
 
I am excited that you, along with our MDBA leaders and interested pastors, will have the opportunity to spend 
a little time with Dr. Borden.  It is my hope that at the end of this year MDBA will be in a position to invite him 
to help the churches that wish to take advantage of what God is teaching his churches. 
 
Dr. Charles Price is the Executive Director of the San Antonio Baptist Association.  He is considered one the 
most progressive associational leaders in the Southern Baptist Convention and coordinates ministry for more 
than 260 churches.  This does not include more than 70 “house churches” that have started in the last three 
years.  God is blessing the House Church ministry in San Antonio and in any given week, more than 1200 
people worship in homes.  For more than three years, Middle District’s New Work Team has been talking 
about starting house churches in our area and we are delighted that, during our meeting, Dr. Price will give a 
short overview of what is happening in House Churches in San Antonio and share principles they have 
learned that can help us as we consider how God would lead us in regard to starting House Churches.   
 
If you are seriously interested in healthy church growth or if you have an interest or curiosity in House 
Churches, please join us for the conversation at Lyndale.  I promise you we will be out before 2:30!  For ques-
tions, give me a call and contact Brenda to reserve a box lunch. (Each lunch is $5.00 and payable upon arri-
val) 
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BETHEL hosts the Min-
isters’ Appreciation 
Banquet on Jan. 21. 
 
BRANCH’S hosts a 
Senior Citizens lunch 
every 4th Thursday 
along with guest speak-
ers. On Jan 28 the 
meeting starts at 10:30 
followed by entertain-
ment. ALL are invited. 
Please bring a covered 
dish. Saturday, Jan. 9, 
10am-2pm, they will 
offer scrapbooking in 
room C-114. Please 
bring a dish to share for 
lunch and 10 photos or 
your own album.  Start-
ing in February on Sun-
day afternoons at 
3:30pm, the staff at 
Branch's will be leading 
a series on the book 
"The Shack". Every 
Monday morning at 
10am, Reflections Choir 
(senior choir) meets to 
practice.  
 
CHESTERFIELD 
 COMMUNITY used rice 
bowls to collect for the 
Virginia Offering for 
World Hunger. Like the 
old song they found, 
“Little is Much When 
God is in it”. 
 
FINE CREEK welcomed 
David Simpson as In-
terim Pastor in Nov. 
 
IRONBRIDGE wel-
comes Chris Palmer as 
youth minister in Feb. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
POWHATAN 
 COMMUNITY starts a 
new session of various 
small groups in Feb. A  
mission team will go to 
Tanzania March 5– 20. 
 
TOMAHAWK welcomes 
Joyce Tiller as new 
secretary. 
 
 
 

 

CHURCH NEWS 
Middle District Churches  

 
Surpass  

 
Offering Goal! 

 
Goal: $16,000 

Total Received: $ 20,321.99 
 

Congratulations and thank you for  
helping us reach our 2009 Local  

Missions Offering goal, and going over 
and above!!  

Welcome to the world of “Transition.” Transition is defined as “a pas-
sage from one place, period, state, stage of development, type, etc., 
over, across, or through to another.” Whether we like it or not, transi-
tion happens! So why not be intentional about it! 
 
This year’s 21-C Conference will be composed of four unique confer-
ence experiences. Each experience is designed to help Virginia Bap-
tist leaders lead their churches from where they are today to where 
they believe God would like for them to be in the future. 

January 29-30, 2010 

Gayton Baptist Church, Richmond 

For all the details and to register visit: 
www.21-c.org 

 

Special Note: One of the two main presenters at this conference, Paul 
Borden, will meet with Middle District leaders immediately following at 
Lyndale Baptist Church at 1:00 pm.  All MDBA people are invited to 
attend.  (See Jim’s column.) 
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Ministers’ Network 
Luncheons 

  January– no luncheon  
    (Banquet at Bethel) 
 

February 9– Mt. Hermon, Noon 
      

Topic:  

    “Changing Trends in Reaching and  

Ministering to Children” 
 

  Susan Hughes & Tammy Burns  

discussion leaders  

 
WMU Annual Spring Meeting 

 April 16, 2010   6:00 pm 
 Old Powhatan Baptist Church  

 
    Dinner and Program  

 
Mark your calendars, you will not want to 

miss guest speaker Judy Hetherington from 
the Roanoke Association. She will be sharing  
about the mission trips to Standing Rock.  

 
Wanda Pratt, WMU Director for MDBA 

Diploma Program for Latino Leaders  
 

Sensing the need of area Latino pastors and leaders for theological training in Span-
ish, the John Leland Center for Theological Studies announces the start of the Diploma 
in Theology program in Spanish at Second Baptist Church, Richmond.  Instructors for 
the Spanish-language courses are fluent in Spanish and bring their own experiences in 
Latino ministry and mission to the classroom. The electives offered will be in the area 
of church planting.  
 
Courses begin the week of January 25, 2010. Classes are on Monday and Thursday 
nights and will begin at 6:30 and end no later than 9:30 p.m. Each course meets once 
per week for 15 weeks.  Students registering for classes must be legal US residents, 
have a high school diploma (or its equivalent), and pay all fees. Each course is a total 
of 3 credit hours; each credit hour costs $125.00. Additional fees may apply. Partial 
scholarships are available for qualified students who are active members of churches 
in cooperation with the Baptist General Association of Virginia. 
 
Latino pastors, leaders and others interested in exploring the program in Richmond are 
urged to contact Dr. Greg Smith at 540-847-3171 or greg.smith@vbmb.org. 

VBS Curriculum 

Fair 2010 Details 

When:  
January 26-28,  
1:00-8:00 pm  
Tues. & Thurs; 
1:00—5:00 pm 

Wednesday 
 

Where:  
BTSR campus– 
Virginia Hall, 

Turnbull Room 
 
Sponsored by: 

The Resource 
Center, in part-

nership with 
Cokesbury 

 
 (Special discount 
for kits ordered at 

the Fair.) 

 
Middle District Youth Evangelism Event 

 

Saturday, September 25 
 

Next Planning Session 

Monday, January 11, 6:00 PM 
Tomahawk Baptist Church 

 

With a true sense of anticipation and excitement, a large num-
ber of MDBA churches met for the second time to discuss the fall 
evangelism event for our MDBA youth.  The next meeting will be 
Monday evening, January 11, 6:00—7:00 at Tomahawk and all 
youth ministers and those who work with youth are encouraged 
to attend.  For more information, contact Brian Jones, Youth 
Minister at Second Branch, 739-3460, Brian@secondbranch.org. 
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Whatever You Do This Year – Work at it with All Your Heart 
 
       Oscar Wilde said, “In this world there are only two tragedies.  One is not 
getting what one wants.  The other is getting it.”  As we begin this gift of a 
new year, I hope that the things that you have resolved to do in 2010 will  
include identifying new skills and strengths in your life that you can use as 

 an act of worship or service to God. 
 

          CVBM Pastor/Deacon Conference 
Monday night, March 22, 2010 
Mount Vernon Baptist Church. 

11220 Nuckols Road, Glen Allen, VA 23059  
 

6:00 p.m. Refreshments/Bookstore in Worship Center   
6:30 p.m.   Welcome & Plenary Session: Dr. Don Runion    

7:00 p.m.   Session I         7:50 p.m.   Refreshment Break   
8:00 p.m.   Session II 

 
This year’s theme is “Serving the Church in a Changing World.” 

 “Whatever you do, work at it with all you heart, as working for the Lord, not for men  
since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward.  

 It is the Lord Christ you are serving.” (Colossians 3: 23-24) 
 

Conference Choices: Please select 2 
· Compassion Fatigue – Dan Bagby 
· Muslim Influences on Your Church – Charles Beckett 
· Reaching Multiple Generations in Worship – David Benjamin 
· Navigating Change in Today’s Church – Travis Collins 
· Reaching Youth and Building Meaningful Relationships – Spencer Dillard 
· How to Deal with Difficult People in a Ministry Context – Jennifer Dockum 
· Finding, Calling, and Working with Staff – James Flamming 
· Small to Large Churches – Larry Frakes 
· After 400 Years, What Do We Know? What Deacons Need to Know About 
       Baptist History and Polity – Phyllis Rodgerson Pleasants 
· How to Preach a Story and Tell a Sermon – Jim Somerville 
· Setting Deacons Free – Tom Stocks 
· Developing Spiritual Leadership within Your Church- Dee Whitten 

 
Online registration begins January 18, 2010 at www.cvbm.org 

(There is no fee for this conference) 
Questions? Contact Gayle Taylor at Central Virginia Baptist Ministries, Inc. 

gayle.taylor@cvbm.org · 804.598.6350 

2010 Church Tax and Financial Support Planning Seminar 
February 9,  Virginia Baptist Resource Center, 9 am—Noon 

 

The seminars are designed for church staff and lay leaders who handle taxes and compensation. Attendees 
will get help with financial support planning for church staff, including retirement and insurance, handling min-
ister’s taxes and federal reporting requirements for churches. The seminar is provided free of charge. For more 
information or to register please contact Melody Fowler, GuideStone Administrative Assistant at 1-800-255-2428 X5293 
or by email to melody.fowler@vbmb.org 
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MIDDLE DISTRICT 
 CALENDAR 

January   

1 New Years Day (Office closed) 
11 Finance Committee, 4 pm, MDBA 
11 Youth Evangelism Event Planning Team, 6pm, 
 Tomahawk 
12 Leadership Committee, 3 pm, MDBA 
15-16 Youth Evangelism Conference, SBCV,  VA Beach 
18 Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday, (Office closed) 
19 Association Meeting, 7 PM, Tomahawk 
21 Ministers’ Banquet, 7 pm, Bethel 
29-30 21-C Conference, Gayton BC, Richmond 
30 Paul Borden / Charles Price Luncheon, Lyndale BC, 
  1—2:30pm 
 
February 
9 Ministers’ Luncheon, Noon, Mt. Hermon 
14 Valentine’s Day   ♥ 
15 President’s Day Holiday, (Office closed) 
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   Birthdays 
January 
2 Brian Hughes, Powhatan Community 
4 Jean Gibson, retired 
6 Sarah Scanlon, retired 
6 Diane Dalton, Bethlehem 
6 Steve Lalk, Bethlehem 
9 Tommy Adams, Amelia Community 
11 Gary Austin, Sandy Creek 
14 Paul Berkley, Chesterfield Community                             
15 Susan Hughes, Powhatan Community 
16 Bettie Little, Second Branch 
16 Kay Mann, Red Lane 
18 Michael Sepulveda, Tomahawk 
19 Roberta Damon, Chester 
19 Lisa Estes, Friendship 
19 Steve Vaughan, Second Branch 
20 Ed Powell, Bethel 
21 Pam Kirkman, Chesterfield Community 
24 Ken Williams, Union 
25 Sam Mayo, Mt. Hope 
25 Jim Hamacher, MDBA                                                     
 

February 
2 Debbie Harris, Chester 
3 Christy Turner, Central 
 

 
 
 
3 Debra Whitworth, Exaltation                                                          
4  Phyllis Gilmer, Amelia 
8 Rudy Potter, retired 
9 Ann Wood, retired 
16 Charles Gibson, retired 
17 David Engleman, Chesterfield 

 
Wedding Anniversaries  

January 
1 Lee & Cindy McConnel, New Hope 
6 Brian & Susan Hughes, Powhatan Community 
9 Tommy & Pam Adams, Amelia Community 
22 Tommy & Kay Mann, Red Lane 
24 David & Jackie White, New Vision 
 

February 
21 David & Donalda Engleman, Chesterfield 
 

 Church Anniversaries  
1-1 Jim Pritchett, Swift Creek Community, 10 yrs. 
1-1 Ed Alexander, May Memorial, 25 yrs. 

Staff/Spouses of Middle District Association 

January/February Celebrations 

www.christianpeddler.com   

Need to start the new year off with getting rid of some of 
your treasurers? Looking for new treasures? Need to post 
an employment ad, or looking for work? Check out The 
Christian Peddler! It’s free to all MDBA churches and their 
members. 


