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Middle District Mission Statement 

We exist to connect, mobilize, start and strengthen churches to reach their 
 communities and beyond with the transforming love of Jesus. 

    LOCAL MISSIONS OFFERING 
                         In Memory of missionary Nannie Bland David 
             Middle District Baptist Association 
                   Becoming Agents of His Kingdom 
  

                           Goal:  $16,000 

 
 

Reaching the Unreached   $5,000 
 Starting and strengthening new churches and other new “church type” ministries 
      in Middle District  

 

 
Helping Those in Need    $5,000 

Helping with Food:  
   Food Cards, etc.:  distributed through local churches 
Helping with Financial Coaching:   

Personal Money Management Coaching:  training for churches to utilize in 
 helping people learn how to become better managers of their resources. 

Helping Connect People to Jobs and Resources:  
  Christian Craig’s List- “The Christian Peddler” 
Helping Children at Christmas:  
  Christmas Store 
Helping with Home Repair: 
  Kingdom Builders 

 

 
Caring for Those Who Care    $3,000 

Counseling for Middle District pastors, staff and their families.  
 

 
Ministering to the Nations    $3,000 

African Ministry Initiatives:   
Middle District projects for nations and people groups in Africa  
(not tied to any one specific ministry): Digging Wells, Providing Mosquito Netting, etc. 

Latino Ministry:   
 Funds for ministry in Middle District’s Latino Community  
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                                                                        Ministers’ Networking Luncheon     
    

  May 12, Tuesday, Noon,  Bethlehem Baptist Church 

 
Topic: “Beyond Contemporary” – An Open Discussion 

People will be people and churches will be churches. "Traditional churches" have a lot in 
common with "contemporary churches." Three Middle District pastors of contemporary 

churches will share two ideas that they would use if they pastored a traditional church. 
The discussion leaders are Brian Hughes, Jim Pritchett and Chris Bell. 

 
We will not meet June—August but will resume in September. 

 

A Ministry Whose Time Has Come? 
 

Can we build a house for a needy family in Middle District? 
 

We’ll see. 
 

Ever since arriving in Middle District four years ago, I have been impressed with the number of people in our 
churches who have building skills.  However, in the past eighteen months I have begun to think that our peo-
ple are now ready to allow God to use their skills here in our general area in a significant way.  Three very 
specific times I have sensed God showing me this.   
 
The first instance was when we gathered last August at Tomahawk to organize for building the Katrina house.  
When I looked at more than 100 people who showed up to do something in Louisiana, I knew they would re-
spond to doing something locally.  I mentioned this to them at that meeting and it was a galvanizing moment 
to watch almost everyone in the room silently nod in agreement.  I knew then that God was up to something.    
 
The second “a ha” moment was last month at Bethlehem’s orientation meeting for their mission group going 
to Katrina.  Out of the middle of nowhere, Jim Haney, the meeting leader, looked at me said, “So what’s next 
Jim?  We’ll be interested in doing something locally when we get back.”  I told him he was right on target and 
that I was working behind the scenes on a ministry opportunity that would challenge and interest our Middle 
District people.  
 
Then it all came together when I talked with Dennis Green last week.  We were talking about the lack of re-
sponse to our men’s ministry efforts and I mentioned to him I thought it was time for the Men’s Ministry to take 
a new direction and was wondering how interested he would be.  He told me if we were not going to do the 
traditional approach he might be interested.  He then went on to describe how Powhatan Community Church 
is building a house and that the profits from the home will help with the costs of the new sanctuary they are 
now building.  Dennis told me he could help Middle District with a ministry project of building a home, just as 
he did for Powhatan Community.   
 
That was all I needed to hear.  Three times in the last few months, I’ve sensed God at work in this idea.  As 
I’ve begun to discuss this privately with individuals, with our Missions and Ministry Team and Leadership 
Committee, I’ve sensed an excitement.  More than that, I discovered that many of our people have been seri-
ously interested in just such a ministry but had not shared their thoughts with me.  In hearing this, I was re-
minded of Henry Blackaby’s wisdom: “Find out where God is working and join Him in it.” 
 
So, are we going to build a home?  Probably.  We have discussed this and everyone seems positive but we 
have a lot of things to work out before we can go forward, not the least of which is finding a donated lot to 
build on.  I’ll keep you posted on the progress we are making toward getting this off the ground.  Please keep 
this in your prayers and let me know if someone you know might help with the land. 
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CHURCH NEWS 
 
Amelia Community celebrated its first anniversary 

and held its first ever Impact Celebration on March 

14.  

 

Bellwood is hosting a Mother's Day lunch with spe-

cial entertainment May 9; Movie night on May 16, 

featuring “The Wager”; A Ladies conference with 

Kathy Hammond will be June 13 followed by a Gos-

pel concert with Wade Hammond on Sunday, June 

14, during the 11 am worship. A Father's Day 

breakfast will be on June 20. God is blessing Bell-

wood tremendously with continued growth and with 

awesome guest speakers during our transition in 

search of a pastor.  

 
Bethel welcomes the Dove Brothers Quartet for 

a concert May 22, 7:30 pm.  June 14, 5:00 pm, 

Kingsmen Quartet will also be in concert. 

 

Branch’s Choirs toured Monticello, with lunch at 

Michie's Tavern, on April 25. The Senior Adults 

toured Lavender Fields April 30. Their Annual Dea-

cons' Banquet is May 1. Music Ministry presents a 

Spring Concert May 21. 

 

Chesterfield is sponsoring a Pancake Supper to 
Benefit the family of Dawn Sarver is to be held 

at Chesterfield on Friday, May 1, from 6 to 7:30. All 

proceeds will go to help Barry Sarver cover the as-

tronomical medical expense incurred by his late 

wife Dawn as she was in ICU at Duke University 

Hospital for 3 months. Everyone is in-

vited. Donations can be sent to Chesterfield Baptist 

Church, 16520 Hull Street Road, Moseley, VA 

23120. 

 

Chesterfield Community celebrated its 2nd Anni-

versary in April.  The children filled 32 pillow cases 

for Operation Fuzzy, a project of the Franks Foun-

dation. 

 
Exaltation ordained Debra Whitworth into the min-

istry on March 8. 

 

New Beginnings honored their pastor Chuck 
Price and his wife Lari with a farewell luncheon 

after worship service on March 8.  Chuck has ac-

cepted a pastorate in Northern Virginia which is 

closer to their home. They welcomed Kevin Salyer 

as their Interim Pastor on March 15. 

  

Red Lane will host Larry DeLawder in concert 

May 24, 6:00 pm. 

 

 
 

Powhatan Community was instrumental in plan-

ning an evening community unity service April 5 

with churches from all over Powhatan county par-

ticipating. Hearts were encouraged and spirits lifted 

as a 75 member choir led praises and pastors 

shared from their hearts. 

 

Sandy Creek will be having VBS (Crocodile Dock) 

June 22-26, 6:15 pm to 8:45 pm with closing pro-

gram June 28 followed by a cookout for preschool  

ages 3-4, regular program kindergarten-6th grade 

and teen program 7th grade -12th. 

 
Woolridge Road celebrated Easter with an egg 

drop from a helicopter. Over 1000 people at-

tended including media, and volunteers. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

“E”news 
Email News 

 
Would you be interested in  

receiving “The Communicator” 
 by email instead of “snail mail”?   

 

We now also offer “The Connector”, 
a bi-monthly newsletter via email. 

 

For all ministers, staff and key leaders 

we also offer “Ministry Matters!”,  
a bi-weekly news brief sent out 

 via email. 

 

 If you are interested in receiving any 

of these or would like to be added to 

our email distribution list, please send 

an email request to: brenda@mdba.org  

with your name, email address, church 

and which publication you would like. 

Sympathy Extended…                      
 

 

To the family of Pauline Edens. Pauline passed 

away in February and was the widow of John 

Edens, previous Director of Missions for 

Middle District Association. 



  Page 4                                                         MIDDLE DISTRICT MISSIONS & MINISTRY                                                

Katrina House Update 
 
 
As you read this, Middle District has just about completed construction on the “Katrina House” in Plaquemines Parrish, 
just south of New Orleans, Louisiana.   Nine Middle District churches have sent teams to LA to help build this house in 
an area that hurricane Katrina wiped out almost four years ago.  Yes, we did move through this project faster than we 
originally thought we would.  Local regulations in LA changed and required the scope of our work  to change also.  Our 
churches remained flexible and they have really made this project flow smoothly and efficiently.  

  
There are still five Middle District churches going to Plaquemines Parrish in the next few 
weeks.  These churches were originally scheduled to work on the Middle District house.  How-
ever, when it became apparent that the house would be completed before their teams could 
arrive, they all agreed to shift to plan “B”.  Plan “B” looks like this:   The Committee for Plaque-
mines Recovery (CPR), the agency we are working through, still needs us.  They are still build-
ing houses and they still need volunteers to do most of the labor.  Our host church, our volun-
teer coordinator  and our construction supervisor have asked us to continue to send teams to 
assist them.  These five churches will be working on different houses and doing whatever is 
needed of them that week.    
 
I am grateful to all our churches involved in this mission.  Their flexibility and willingness to do 
whatever is needed has made this project work.   I have not heard one negative word or com-

ment, even though some churches’ plans were changed significantly and at the last minute.  Our hosts in LA have been 
grateful for our flexibility as well and have enjoyed the exemplary attitudes our teams have brought with them.   
 
It is not too late for you and/or your church to join us in this work.  If you have an interest or want more information, 
please let us know.  Contact Brenda, Jim or Dennis at Middle District, 276-8481.       Blessings! Dennis Green 

 

“However, when it 
became apparent 
that the house would 
be completed before 
their teams could 
arrive, they all agreed 
to shift to plan 
“B”.   Plan “B” looks 
like this:...” 

                   GIRLS NIGHT OUT!GIRLS NIGHT OUT!GIRLS NIGHT OUT!GIRLS NIGHT OUT!    
                                                                                                                                                                                Sponsored by MDBA Women’s Ministry Team      
                        
 

                           May 29, 7:00 pm                            May 29, 7:00 pm                            May 29, 7:00 pm                            May 29, 7:00 pm ———— 9:00 pm 9:00 pm 9:00 pm 9:00 pm    
                 Mount Hermon Baptist Church                 Mount Hermon Baptist Church                 Mount Hermon Baptist Church                 Mount Hermon Baptist Church    

                     18100 Genito Rd., Moseley 
 
 

                     Special Guest: Kim Newlen, “Sweet Monday” 
 
                            

 Register by May 18—Call the MDBA office, 276-8481 or  
send Email to brenda@mdba.org and don’t forget to invite your friends! 

 

 
Tips on hair styles, make-up, skin care plus games, door prizes  

and dessert, including a chocolate fountain!! 
 

No cost for this event, but we need to know you are coming  
so please register so we can be properly prepared. 



 
KINGDOM BUILDERS 

YOUTH MISSION PROJECT 
MAY 23, 2009 

 
MEET: 7:30 AM, CHILDREN’S HOME 

 OF VIRGINIA BAPTISTS, 
(6900 Hickory Rd., Petersburg) 

 
FOR REGISTRATION INFORMATION, 

PLEASE CONTACT OUR OFFICE OR 
MATT WINTERS, 307-3905 OR 

MLWINT@HOTMAIL.COM  
 

 
(ADULTS NEEDED FOR TRANSPORTATION/

SUPERVISION) 
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Library Association Spring 

Conference 
 

 

The Virginia Baptist Library Association will hold its 

Spring Conference May 15-17 at Eagle Eyrie. 

 

The theme “51 and Growing…the Best is Yet to 

Come!”, will emphasis how our libraries can reach 

out to our communities and minister to the needs of 

those around us. We have several special guests 

coming to teach classes and an author to give her 

testimony and have a book signing. Bring your li-

brary staff and enjoy a wonderful weekend and gain 

new ideas in better serving the Lord through your 

library. 

 

 “What Might Happen If I Took Reading God’s Word More Seriously? 
 

Saturday, June 20, 2009 
 

    Location: Ginter Park Baptist Church 
                    1200 Wilmington Avenue 

                    Richmond, VA  23227 
 
On Saturday, June 20, 2009, Central Virginia Baptist Ministries will offer a half-day conference on how to 

read the Bible.  The conference will be held at Ginter Park Baptist Church from 9:00 AM -12:00 noon and 

will include a free continental breakfast. 

 
Topics 

How to Read the Old Testament 

How to Read the New Testament 

A Challenge for My Church 

Ways to Discipline Yourself to Study God’s Word. 

How to Get Youth to Read the Bible 

Resources: What Else is There? 

 

Dr. Mark Biddle, BTSR Russell T. Cherry Professor of Old Testament, and Dr. Scott Spencer, BTSR Profes-

sor of New Testament and Preaching will be among the presenters. 

 

You may register by calling the CVBM office at (804) 598-6350 or emailing gayle.taylor@cvbm.org  

 

 Deadline to register: June 15, 2009 
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MIDDLE DISTRICT 
 CALENDAR 

MAY 
1 Bring-A-Kid Night, Richmond International 

Raceway 
12 Ministers’ Luncheon, Bethlehem, Noon 
17-24  Local Missions Offering Emphasis 
18 Registration Deadline for Girls Night Out 
23 Kingdom Builders, 7:45 am—4:30 pm 
25  Memorial Day, office closed 
29 Girls Night Out! Mt. Hermon, 7 pm 
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   Birthdays 
MAY 

1 Jeanette Pendleton, Friendship 
2 Bernard Camden, Fellowship 
4 Teresa McConnell, Chester 
4 Jo Cochran, Retired 
8 Sherri Allen, Red Lane 
9 Cindy McConnel, New Hope 
12 Paul Lee, Lyndale 
13 Louis Orsatti, LAMP 
15 Todd Estes, Friendship 
16 Beth Brawley, Powhatan Community 
16 Tommy Harris, Chester 
18 Linda Hammer, Branch’s 
19 Nick Pierce, Piedmont 
26 Tammy Gordon, Powhatan Community 
27 Nelson Taylor, Central 
28 Susan Dorner, Red Lane 
 

JUNE 

 
2 Nancy Hamacher, MDBA 
3 Josh Cranor, Bethlehem 
6 Lori Wheeler, Powhatan Community 
9 Dennis Green, Powhatan Community 
12 Debbie Howard, Red Lane 
13 Anna Lee, Lyndale 
15 Kevin Salyer, Powhatan Community & New Beginnings 
17 Paul Cochran, Ironbridge 
25 Bob Cochran, Retired 
27 Jim Wilson, Arbor 
27 Doug Echols, Enon 
28 Mimi Weaver, Winfree 
30 Astra Thornton, Tomahawk 
 
 

  

Wedding Anniversaries  
 

MAY 

5 Paul & Anna Lee, Lyndale 
9 Louis & Rebecca Orsatti, LAMP 
17 Eunguang & Peiling Zhao, Mt. Hermon 
18 Timothy & Debra Whitworth, Exaltation 
20 Brian & Jennifer Jones, Second Branch 
22 Clark & Sarah Scanlon, Retired 
25 Bill & Hazel Worsham, Retired 
26 Gary & Shanda Austin, Sandy Creek 
28 John & Alana Starkey, Powhatan Community 
 

JUNE 

1 Jeff & Lisa Beard, Falling Creek 
1 Louis & Stephanie Blanton, Graceland 
2 Ed & Dorothy Stansfield, Retired 
4 Wayne & Jan Windle, Second Branch 
5 Eric & Anissa Haney, Red Lane 
7 Ed & Karen Powell, Bethel 
8 Steve & Connie Vaughan, Second Branch 
10 Nathan & Bryn Taylor, Central 
12 Mike & Mimi Weaver, Winfree Memorial 
14 Walter & Jeanette Pendleton, Friendship 
15 Brad & Jo Anny Russell, Old Powhatan 
16 Mike & Debbie Howard, Red Lane 
16 Charles & Jean Gibson, Retired 
18 Dennis & Brenda Green, Powhatan Community & MDBA 
20 Bill & Roberta Damon, Chester 
20 Ken & Elaina Williams, Union 
22 Mac & Amy Jordan, Chesterfield 
24 James & Ann Wood, Retired 
29 Jim & Nancy Hamacher, MDBA 
29 Paul & Sarah Cochran, Ironbridge 

 

Staff/Spouses of Middle District Association 

May/June Celebrations 

 
 
MAY 

Howard Baldwin, Amelia, 1 yr. 
Paul Lee, Lyndale, 1 yr. 
Doug Paul, Eikon, 1 yr. 
Joe Edwards, Branch’s, 5 yrs. 
Bettie Little, Second Branch, 1yr  

JUNE 

Doug Watson, Stockton, 5 yrs. 
Lee McConnel, New Hope, 1 yr. 
Angie Frame, PCC, 5 yrs. 
Debbie Howard, Red Lane, 5 yrs 
 

Church Staff Anniversaries 


