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 Adopt a Family 
 

Middle District is one of the key  
organizations in Chesterfield County that  
is helping the families who are being  
displaced from the Americana 
Mobile Home Park in Chester, off Rt. 1.   
 
Mr. Eldridge Brock, member of Chester Baptist Church, is the liaison 
between Chesterfield County officials and Middle District.  At a recent 
community meeting of the mobile home park residents and interested 
agencies and organizations, twenty families asked Middle District to 
help them with relocation needs.   
 
In response to this need, Middle District churches are being asked to 
“Adopt a Family” and in so doing to help them by: 
 

Giving Spiritual Support 
Encouraging them in this time of crisis 

Helping them physically with moving their trailer  
with such things as 

Removal and/or hook up of:  Trailer underpinning; Decks/Porches,  
Heating / Air Units, Duct Work, Awnings, Fences, etc.  

 
The families who are seeking help from Middle District realize that 
churches are not making financial obligations but rather attempting to 
give encouragement, hope, spiritual support and to help with the 
small projects that are needed to move and set up a trailer. 
 
For more information about a potential family you might help, please 
email Mr. Brock; EldridgeBrock@comcast.net.     
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Senior Corner 
Senior Adult Retreat 
Eagle Eyrie Conference Center 

May 19-21 
“Directionally Challenged” 

 
Keynote Speaker: Dr. Travis Collins 

Pastor, Bon Air Baptist Church, and 
Author of Directionally Challenged 

 
Plus...a Tuesday night Banquet featuring 
Drexel Rayford, Songwriter and Pastor, 

Walnut Grove Baptist Church, Mechanicsville 
 

Old Fashioned Ice Cream Social  
and Hymn Sing, Afternoon at the Movies 

 
For more information and to register, Contact 

 Eagle Eyrie, 434-384-2211 

       Ministers’ Fellowship Luncheon 
           May 13, Noon     Chester Baptist Church 

                (Open to all current and retired church staff) 
 

                           Program:  "Preparing Youth to Lead" Ken Dibble 
Everyone says the youth are the church of the future. However, in record num-
bers young adults are staying away from the church. Ken Dibble, Youth Ministry 
Strategist for the Emerging Leaders Team of the VA Baptist Mission Board, will 
talk to pastors and staff about preparing young people to going beyond partici-
pating in a youth group to becoming authentic leaders. 
 

Immediately following the lunch, Lonnie Brawley, Middle District’s Youth Ministry Coordinator, will 
lead a discussion on youth ministry networking and coordinating of MDBA planned events.  

   
      Please make your reservation by May 8 to brenda@mdba.org, or 276-8481.                

Attention Secretaries of MDBA… 
 
Need a vacation? Need a sub while you are 
gone?  
 
Do you have resources of those 
that are willing and capable to 
help while you are gone? Sherry 
Graves at Tomahawk had this wonderful idea 
so I am starting a list of those subs that 
would be available to all of our churches. 
Please make sure they are willing to be in-
cluded in our list and let me know. Or...if you 
are a sub and want to be included, please 
give me a call, or send an email to 
brenda@mdba.org. 
 
Thanks, Brenda Green 

WMU Ladies Donate Baby Items 
 
The W M U wishes to thank Chesterfield Baptist and the fine 
kitchen committee for the use of their facilities and the great 
meal prepared for our annual meeting held April 4th. 
 
The project for the meeting was to collect and donate new 
baby items to the Richmond Pregnancy Center. The MDBA 
churches gave many items that have already been delivered. 
Of special note is the large supply from Lyndale Baptist 
Church because the ladies held a baby shower ahead of time.    
Thanks to all who helped make this meeting a success. 

 
-Wanda Pratt, MDBA WMU Director 
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BELLWOOD announces the passing of Mary 
Young on March 25 and Bob Eichenlaub on 
Feb. 21 who were both much loved, faithful ser-
vants of the Lord.  Mary helped with the MDBA 
Christmas Store for many years. The second 
Saturday of each month supports the Men's 
Prayer Breakfast at 9 AM and the Ladies Prayer 
Brunch at noon. God blessed Bellwood with 
completion of several major repair projects and 
the continued progress to renovate the 'Little 
Church'. The youth have raised over $30,000 
since February 2006 for this on-going project. 
 
BETHEL hosted the Dixie Melody Boys in April with 
Red Lane in attendance & The Mother Daughter 
Luncheon in the New People of Hope Center. They 
will be sponsoring CARITAS for the first time in 
May. The Parish Nurse ministry sponsored Dr. Dan 
Bagby to speak on crises and hospice care from a 
congregational perspective. They are also helping to 
launch Beds for Kids, a ministry to give underprivi-
leged children in the surrounding Richmond area a 
bed on which to sleep. 
 
BETHLEHEM's Boy Scout Troop will hold a Spa-
ghetti Dinner & Silent Auction on Friday, May 
9.  Dinner will be served from 4:30 to 7:00 
pm.  Tickets may be purchased at the door. ($6 per 
person, children under 5 eat free) 
 
CHESTERFIELD is offering a free self-defense 
training May 14, 7 pm that is open to all adults, 
teens and children 10 and older. The theater de-
partment presents, “The Last Voyage of the S.S. 
Gigantic” May 30 -31, 6 pm. Cost is $8.00-Adults, 
$4.00 Children under 12. May 4 is last day to buy 
tickets. For more info on these events, please  
contact Mac Jordan, 739-2197. 
 
CHESTERFIELD COMMUNITY celebrated their 1 
yr. anniversary on April 20. 
 
ELKHARDT Youth will lead the church in worship 
for their Youth Week in May.  They are planning a 
trip to Lancaster, PA for the Christmas shows in De-
cember and have some extra space for anyone in-
terested in going. Please contact the pastor at 276-
2051 or 739-9860. 
 
FRIENDSHIP’s Annual Memorial Day Picnic will be 
4 pm on May 25 with a concert to follow at 5 pm by 
“Exaltation”, an accapella group from Bon Air. 
 
NEW BEGINNINGS worship time is 12 Noon. Sev-
eral members went to Eagle Eyrie in March on a 
mission trip to help with renovations. Their Women 
on Missions group will meet on a monthly basis. 
They have 4 that are awaiting baptism. 

RED LANE will participate in a Women’s Retreat at 
Eagle Eyrie May 16-18. 
 
SECOND BRANCH hosted the April Ministers’ 
Luncheon. 
 
TOMAHAWK opens their doors to the community 
with 7 different support groups meeting at their 
church in addition to New Life Korean Church for 
Sunday afternoon services and New Journey Church 
for Wednesday night services. They have a college 
group going to Alabama on a mission trip this 
month. A Children’s Banquet and Musical will be 
May 4, 6 pm, cost, $5.00. Call church office for 
more details, 744-2044. 
  
 

Fellowship Church breaks ground on new 
 Fellowship Hall!! 
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      Dare we change...  
    
   the honored name and method of our annual offering? 
 
Each year Middle District churches receive a special offering for missions here in our area.  We call this the Nannie 
Bland David Offering.  Nannie Bland David was the daughter of the pastor of Bethlehem church and the first missionary 
from Middle District.  She served in Africa and died at sea off the coast of Ghana with these words on her weak lips, 
“Never give up Africa.”  The sacrificial life, missionary zeal, and early death are the kinds of things that transform ordi-
nary missionaries into legends.  
 
With an inspiring history like this, why would we ever think about changing the name of the offering which is blessed with 
the name of a local missionary hero?  
 
The reason is simple — we want to communicate more effectively.  In brainstorming the challenge of the offering, we 
were informed that the current name is only fifteen years old.  Many of us thought it had been around forever.  However, 
and more importantly, the honored name of Nannie Bland David did not communicate to the average church member.  
The team felt that most people would understand a simple name that described the offering; thus: “Local Missions Offer-
ing.”    
 
This year the methods of giving will also change— churches can choose how they give to: 
 
1. The Whole Offering 

Divided proportionally among all ministries.  This has been the way the offering has been promoted in 
past years.  It is anticipated hat many of our churches will continue to promote the offering in this fash-
ion. 
 

2.  Specific Ministries 
  Maybe your church would help with two specific ministries…. One from the “Shared Missions” list and 
  one from the “Hands-On-Missions list. 
 
 It is also our hope that our churches would do more than give — they could participate in the ministry by: 

Funding a specific ministry 
Praying for any or all of ministries 

Helping to fund all areas of ministry  
Participating in one of the Hands-On Missions 

(In this form of giving, your church could guarantee that a specific ministry is fully funded or at least 
funded up to the total of your offering.  Please note: once a ministry is funded, money is rolled over into 
other ministries..) 

 
If you have any questions, please call us.  Just as importantly, we want to hear if this helps you more effectively commu-
nicate the need and challenge of supporting missions here in Middle District.  

MDBA Women’s Ministry 

Mother-Daughter Luncheon 

Fashion Show  
Beauties 

ReaLove Ministries 
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 Local Missions Offering  
              Middle District Baptist Association Missions  
                             In Memory of Missionary Nannie Bland David 
                              Goal:  $20,000 

 
                                                              “Into All the World…”  Acts 1:8 

Shared Missions 
 

Missions supported by MDBA and other local partners  
 
Church Planting                               $8,000 
The Fil-Am Community Church is two years old and 
meets at Winfree Memorial Baptist Church.  Under 
the leadership of pastor Bot Samson, the church 
reaches the Filipino community throughout Richmond. 
 
The Amelia Community Church was launched before 
Easter of this year with the cooperative efforts of Mid-
dle District Churches.  Tommy Adams is the new pas-
tor and is leading this ethnically diverse new church to 
reach the entire county for Christ.   
 
MDBA New Work Team is actively working toward 
beginning additional new churches in our region dur-
ing 2008. 
 
 
LAMP          $2,500 
Under the leadership of Louis Orsatti, the Latin Ameri-
can Mission Project (LAMP) reaches the Latino com-
munity through out Middle District.  This year the of-
fering will help support the Spanish radio ministry, 
camps for young people, Vacation Bible School, Bible 
distribution, and English as a Second Language 
classes (ESL). 
 
 
The Shepherd’s Staff        $3,500 
Middle District pastors and staff are blessed to have 
the Shepherd’s Staff as a resource for their personal 
and professional well being.  Counseling and coach-
ing for MDBA vocational church leaders and seminary 
students are offered at a reduced rate, and some-
times free of cost, through the generosity of your gifts 
through this offering.   

                Hands - On – Missions 
 

Missions outreach performed by MDBA churches 
 
Katrina House Build (2009)       $1,500 
In the spring of 2009, the Middle District Men’s Minis-
try will lead the Association in building a home in 
Lower Plaquemines Parish, “ground zero” for Hurri-
cane Katrina. These funds will help volunteers with 
transportation costs. 
 
 
Americana Park Relocation          $1,500 
Help with relocation expenses for families who will be 
forced to move from the Americana Park in the Dutch 
Gap area of Chesterfield County.  These trailers are 
in the Moore’s Lake area adjacent to Jefferson Davis 
Highway.  
 
 
Central Virginia Baptist Ministries $2,000 
The CVBM is a cooperative ministry venture among 
the Middle District, Dover and Richmond Baptist As-
sociations to do hands – on – missions projects 
throughout the Capital Region. 
 
 
Kingdom Builders           $500 
Youth mission project to help people in need through-
out the geographic area of the Middle District with 
home repairs. 
 
 
The Christmas Store          $500 
In the name of Jesus Christ, helping to provide afford-
able Christmas gifts for children and their families who 
need assistance. 
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MIDDLE DISTRICT CALENDAR 
 
May 
1 Cookies for Raceway deadline 
1 National Day of Prayer 
2 Bring-A-Kid Night, RIR 
2-3 Raceway Ministry, RIR 
11 Mother’s Day 
13 Ministers Luncheon, Chester, Noon 
18-25 Local Missions Offering Emphasis 
26 Memorial Day, office closed 
 
June 
10-11 Southern Baptist Convention, 
 Indianapolis, IN 
15 Father’s Day 
17 Finance Committee, 3:30, MDBA 
19-20 Cooperative Baptist Fellowship 
 Memphis, TN 
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1 Jeannette Pendleton, 
 Friendship 
2 Bernard Camden,  
 Fellowship 
4 Teresa McConnell, 
 Chester 
4 Jo Cochran, retired 
8 Sherri Allen, Red Lane 
9 Pam McConnel, New Hope 
9 James Bryan, retired 
13 Louis Orsatti, MDBA/ 
 Primera Iglesia 
15 Todd Estes, Friendship 
18 Jo Ann Bohannon, retired 
18 Linda Hammer, Branch’s 
19 Nick Pierce, Piedmont 
27 Nelson Taylor, Central 
28 Susan Dorner, Red Lane 

 
�����
��

�

����
����
� �
 

 
9 Louis & Rebecca Orsatti, 

MDBA/Primera Iglesia 
17 Eunguang & Peiling Zhao, 
 Mt. Hermon 
19 Steve & Kathy Allsbrook, 
 Dover Assoc. 
20 Brian & Jennifer Jones, 
 Second Branch 
22 Clark & Sarah Scanlon, 

retired 
25 Bill & Hazel Worsham, 

retired 
25 David & Helen Slayton,  
 Red Lane 
26 Gary & Shanda Austin, 
 Sandy Creek 

Staff/Spouses of Middle District Association 
����

CVBM Update 
Nita May 

Regional Coordinator 
 
 
     The evaluations from the CVBM Pastor/
Deacon Conference tell us that there were over 
350 people at the March 10th conference held at 
Baptist Theological Seminary at Richmond.   
Appropriately, attendees commented on how 
much they learned  - the knowledge they 
gained in their sessions and the desire to keep 
on learning! 
 
     Much of the success of the conference was 
due to the excellent presenters and the knowl-
edge and experience they brought to the con-
ference.  Comments from those that attended 
conveyed that the topics offered were in touch 
with relevant needs and would be useful in their 
churches.   Several of the sessions were co-led 
by leaders from our black churches and our 
white churches presenting together.  
 
           Thank you to all who participated in any 
way in this year’s conference - by sharing a part 
of your life that encouraged others. As a result, 
many expressed a new appreciation for chal-
lenges faced by pastors and expressed a desire 
to become more involved in their role as ser-
vant leaders in the church. 
 
Blessings, 
Nita 
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                     1   Randy McConnell, Chester, 1 yr. 
                7    Brenda Green, MDBA,  5 yrs. 

                     10    Peiling Zhao, Mt. Hermon,  10 yrs. 

Free Books—Come and Get Them 
As a pastor, Dr. Hamacher collected many books and 
now has more books than shelves and is giving them 
to churches and individuals. Come and get them at 
Branch's Baptist Church; Monday—Wednesday and 

Fridays; 8:30—4:30 


